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INDIA

This is an example of a chain tale, where the various trades the boy makes are connected to one
another like the links of a chain. Chain tales are very popular in parts of India, where the characters
are often animals rather than people.

There once was a poor widow who had only one child, a son. He was a
kindhearted boy, always willing to help out in any way he could. Theirs was not
an easy life, but the boy rarely complained. As long as he and his mother had
each other, the boy didn't mind that his clothing was ragged or that he had
only afew foys.

The boy had been secretly wishing for something, however. He had
always wanted a drum. One day when his mother was going to the village to
sell some of their grain, she asked, "Is there anything you would like from the
markete”

The boy hesitated, then said, "All l would really like. Mother, is a drum. |
know you won't be able to get me one, but that is what | would redally like."

The boy was right. His mother knew she would never be able to buy @
drum. The grain they grew and harvested o sell usually only gave her enough
rupees, or Indian coins, to buy the few things she and her son could not grow
or make themselves.

The poor woman thought of her son all the way home from the market,
saddened that she was not able to get him the one thing he redlly wanted.
She bent down o pick up a piece of wood she saw lying by the side of the
road. "Perhaps my good son can find a use for this,” she thought. “lt's not much,
but at least it's something.”

The boy didn't know what to do with the wood when his mother gave it
to him, but he thanked her and carried it with him when he went out fo play.

2



Down the road, the boy could see an old woman kneeling beside a
cookstove. The woman was trying fo light the dried cow dung she used for
fuel, but the fire wasn't catching and great billows of smoke hung alll
around her, Her eyes were watering, and the boy asked her why she was
crying. "l can't get my fire to burn,” she replied.

"Here," said the boy, handing her his piece of wood. "Perhaps this will
help." In no time at all the old woman was able to get the fire going. She
thanked the boy, giving him a chapaif{chah-P'AH-tee), around, flat bread,
that she cooked in a pan on the stove.

The boy took the bread and walked on until he met another woman,
this one the wife of the village potter. She held a small child in her arms, but
the child was crying and could not be quieted. The boy spoke loudly so
that he could be heard. "Why is your child crying?” he asked.

The potter's wife answered, "Because he is hungry. We have nothing
for him to eat.” The boy looked at the chapati he was holding in his hand,
then offered it to the unhappy child. The child nibbled at the bread and
stopped crying at once. By way of thanks, the grateful mother gave the
boy a large pof.

The boy hadn't gone far when he came to the river, where he found @
man and woman arguing. "What is the frouble?" asked the boy.

‘| am a washerman,” the man replied, "and my wife has just broken the
only pot | had to boil clothes in. Il never get the clothing clean now.”

The boy redlized that he had a solution to this man's problem, too, and
gave the couple the pot he was carrying. "Thank you very much,” the
washerman said, and gave the boy a coat for his kindness.

The boy walked on further until he came to a man leading a horse
along the road. The man wore sandals on his feet but was dressed in little
more than his underclothes. His hair was wet, and he was shivering. The boy
approached the man and asked, "What happened to your clothes, and
why are you all wete”



“I'was on my way to visit relatives when a robber galloped up on this
horse,” the man replied. "He demanded | give him my clothes. Then he
pushed me into the river.”

The boy handed the man the coat he'd been given by the washerman.
"Here,” he said, "put this on.” The man slipped on the garment. "Please take
the horse,” he told the boy. "The robber left it, and  have no need for it."

So the boy took the horse, and before long he came upon a wedding
party - the bridegroom and his family, plus several musicians with their
instruments. They were dll seated beneath the shade of a small tree, looking
not the least bit happy. "Why do you look so glum?e” the boy asked.

The father of the bridegroom spoke up. "We are waiting for the man
who is bringing the horse my son will ride. But we don't know what has
happened to this man, and if he doesn't arrive soon we shall be late for the
wedding.” (It was the custom for the groom to be on horseback during the
wedding procession.)

The boy listened to this story, then offered the bridegroom his horse. "You
have saved the day!” the groom exclaimed. Turning to speak with his father
and one of the musicians, the groom handed the boy a drum. "Please
accept one of our drums, with all of our thanks.”

The boy's face lit up with joy. "Oh, thank you,” he cried. "I have always
wanted a drum. Thank you very much! And much happiness to you on your
wedding day!”

The boy ran all the way home, as fast as his feet would take him. His
astonished mother stared at the drum in disbelief as her son told her the entire
story of how he had come to own i1, starting with the piece of wood she had
picked up adlong the side of the road.

They are there; we are here.

% Bonus: Think of ways to make your own drum.



MAP OF INDIA

(Note: the recent Tsunami happened in the Indian Ocean and

affected many of the countries shown in this map.)
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WRITE A CHAIN STORY

1. First, everybody in the group think of an cbject. You can find anything lying around
(apple, ant, After-school director) ... or you can draw something (dog, donut, DragonBallZ).
It can be a person, place or thing.

2. Group together in a circle and go around, taking turns, one at a time, making up
sentence or two about your cbject. Each person tries to make their sentence have o
conhection with the sentence of the person before. The results can be funny and surprising.

EXAMPLE:

Below is an example of a chain story make by three silly teenagers, Anna, Hali
and Ally:

(Ally's object was a banana, Hali's was a dity sock, Anna’s’ was a skipping
rope).
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ALLY: Once upon a fime there was a band called "Anna of the Bananas™ ...

and the lead singer (Anna) was a little strange.

HALL: But all of us still loved her with all our hearts... even though she smelled
ke a dity sock, we still loved her and she still loved us. The band had one hit,
"I'd rather be a Banana than a Dirty Sock’”, written by their drummer Hali. She
was the best signer of them all so they asked her to sing for them, but she lost
her voice.

ANNA: Just like little Mermaid! Hali was so sad! She cried and cried and then
skipped home with her skipping rope smiling!

ALLY: Asyou can see, Halihad a very interesting mood swing ... but the band’s

success was so great that they were all happy. Their greatest hits CD "Go

L 6
Bananas' just came outl!



SEND A CHAIN STORY IN TO BE PUBLISHED

Your chain story will be published in the next issue of Hip, Hip Hooray.
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A GREAT MAN FROM INDIA
T S e S

Gandhi

Mohandas Gandbhi is probably the most famous person we know from India. We

remember the life he lived and how he led India to independence from the unjust rule of
Britain.

Mohandas was born in 1869 and studied law in England. When he returned to India, he
saw the brutdality of the British colonial rule. By the time he was twenty-five he was
determined to fight against it. He refused to meet viclence with violence as he struggled
for his people's rights. This meant that he and his followers would use only peaceful ways
to protest the unjust laws of the British. Sometimes they protested unfair freatment by
breaking the law in a peaceful way. For example, to call attention to their cause they
might sit down in the street to disrupt traffic until they were carried away. They were
often beaten and shot at, but they did not react viclently. This hon-viclent disobedience
gained the world'srespect. Gandhi's courage and conviction put so much moral
pressure on Britain that independence was finally granted in 1947.

India also had internal conflict. Muslims and Hindus often fought. Gandhi protested this
viclence as well. When Muslims and Hindus committed acts of viclence, whether against
the British, or against each other, Gandhi would fast (not eat) unfil the fighting ceased.
After Independence in 1947, there were terrible riots between the Muslims and the Hindus
over control of the new India. Gandhi stopped these riots by telling the people that he
would fast until they stopped fighting. He stopped eating and almost died, but in the
end, Indians respected him so much that they stopped theirrioting for Gandhi's sake.

Sadly, Gandhi was assassinated in 1948. A few years later the American civil rights
leader the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King was inspired by Gandhi's philosophy of
non-viclent protest. Dr. King used non-violent protest 1o fight against racial discrimination
in the United States.

Read more about Gandhi in:
Gandhi by Leonard Everett Fisher

Athenaeum Books for Young Readers, 1995
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People didn't have
the concept of
Zero as a number
until it was
invented by the
Indian scientist,
Aryabhatta.

The place value
system and the
decimal system
were developed in
100 BC in India.

Algebra,
Trigonometry and
Calculus are
studies which
originated in India.
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